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I T’D BE EASY to dismiss the Jeep 
Grand Cherokee as yet another 
hulking SUV. But inside and out, the 

2014 version of the father of all SUVs 
defies stereotypes.

Of course, it is a Jeep SUV, so some 
hulk comes with the territory. A redesign 
from the previous generation also lends 
the Grand Cherokee a bit more attitude, 
courtesy of the slimmer rectangular 
headlights that bookend the vertical  
slats of the signature Jeep grille.  
Deep lines that run along the sides  
and across the doors give it a taut 
muscular look. From the front, it has  
a definite bulldog-style stance. 

That attitude is softened when you 
get behind the wheel. The driver’s seat 
provides a great view of the road, and 
the large side mirrors help eliminate 

blind spots. 
Controls for audio, 
climate, Bluetooth 
and phone 
connections are 
easy to access via 

the touch screen. Connecting a phone or 
iPod through Jeep’s Uconnect system is 
seamless. Still true to its 4x4 roots, there 
are four settings for 4x4 use—auto, 
snow, sand/mud and rock—all accessed 
by a centre console dial.

Next you’ll notice how well the Grand 
Cherokee handles. It’s smooth at low 
speeds and brakes easily with very little 
pitch. It also accelerates quickly and 
easily, thanks in part to Chrysler’s eight-
speed transmission, which is standard 
across all five Grand Cherokee models. 
The 3.6-litre V6 is capable of producing 
290 horsepower, so it’s no slouch on 
the highway. (A 3.0 litre diesel V6 is also 
available, along with two V8s). Courtesy 
of the engine’s EcoMode, mileage is also 
respectable. Chrysler claims an ideal 
12.4 L/100 km mileage in the  
city, 8.3 L on the highway. During my 
week with the Grand Cherokee, a 
combination of city and highway turned 
in 14.7 L/100 km.

Where the Grand Cherokee truly 
shines is in its array of safety technology. 

My tester was fitted with the ParkSense 
front and rear park-assist system, a 
series of sensors at each corner of 
the vehicle that sounds an alert if 
you get too close to another object 
when parking. Unlike some other 
manufacturers’ systems, ParkSense was 
surprisingly accurate and, along with the 
ParkView rear camera, made parallel 
parking on tight Toronto streets a breeze.

While on Highway 401 just west of 
Toronto, I was able to test the Jeep’s 
Forward Collision Warning with Crash 
Mitigation. A car pulled into my lane 
without warning. Before I could react, the 
system sounded an alert as it reduced 
the volume on the audio system and 
flashed the word “Brake” on the screen 
over the speedometer. As my foot hit 
the brake pedal, the system had already 
started to slow the Jeep down. Score  
one for driver-assistance technology. 

So sure, it’s big and brawny. But it  
also has a smart sophisticated side  
that will make it easy to live with for  
a long time. ■

DRIVEN
|  FOR THE LOVE OF CARS  |

PRICE AS  
TESTED: $62,085  
Seating capacity: 5
Engine: 3.6 litre V6, 
8-speed automatic 
transmission
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SPOTLIGHT 2014 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
by Paul Ferriss
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